Serial No. 09/759,534 



IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth belpw. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with strikethfough. The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please AMEND claims 3, 12, 14, 16, 20 and 22-28 and ADD new claim 29 in accordance 
with the following: 

1. (CANCELLED) 

2. (CANCELLED) 

3. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A commodity retrieval method in a commodity sale 
transaction via a network, the method comprising: 

storing a table indicative of a correspondence between objects of use and necessary 
specifications of commodities required to achieve said objects of use; 

displaying a first option indicating the objects of use identifying specific operations 
implemented by the commodities on a user's terminal with a second option listing the 
specifications of said commodities ; 

prepar i ng a tab le ind i cativ e of a corr e spon 4en^e- b e tw ee n th e obj e sts - o^u se-a fre t 
n e cessary sp e c i ficat i ons r e qu i r e d for th e-eemm od i t ie s ^ 

acquiring a specification corresponding to at least one object of use selected by a user 
via the t e rm tfrel-using the first option fr - om - th e- t a b je-based on said correspondence stored in the 
table , said acquiring being subsequent to selection of the at least one object of use indicating a 
desired operation from the displayed objects of use of the commodities; 

retrieving th e ^ommod i t ie s- a commodity based on the acquired specification as a 
retrieval condition; and 

displaying, on the terminal, information on-a-of the commodity having the s p e e i fks a t ie fi s 
specification corresponding to the selected object of use without requiring the user's knowledge 
of spec i fications the specification corresponding to the at least one object of use selected by the 
use r, where said information of the commodity is retrieved using the specification as the retrieval 
condition responsive to direct selection from said second option , 
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4. (ORIGINAL) The commodity retrieval method according to claim 3, wherein the 
network is Internet. 

5-11 (CANCELLED) 

12, (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer apparatus acting as a server that 
provides a commodity sale transaction site on Internet, the computer apparatus executing a 
transaction with an Internet terminal by way of - usinq the Internet, the apparatus comprising: 

a database storing information of commodities for sale, the information indicating a 
correspondence between objects of use and identifying necessary specifications requifed fer-the 
of commodities required to achieve aftd -said objects of use of the commodities ; 

a communication unit for transmitting information for displaying a first option indicating 
the objects of use identifying specific operations implemented by said commodities on the 
Internet terminal and a second o ption listing the specifications of said commodities ; and 

a retrieval unit for retrieving th e datab a s e- a commodity based on at least one object of 
use selected by a user operating the Internet terminal from the first option , said retrieving being 
subsequent to selection of the at least one object of use indicating a desired operation from the 
displayed objects of use of the commodities; and 

where the communication unit transmits information of a-the commodity having a 
specification corresponding to the selected object of use to the Internet terminal without 
requiring the user's knowledge of the specification corresponding to the selected object of use 
by the user , and retrieves said information of the commodity using the s pecification as a retrieval 
condition responsive to direct selection from said second option . 

13, (CANCELLED) 

14, (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer apparatus acting as a client terminal on 
Internet and executing a transaction via Internet with a server that provides a commodity sale 
transaction site on Internet, the computer apparatus comprising: 

a communication unit receiving information of items for a plurality of objects of use of 
commodities from the server, the plurality of objects of use identifying specific operations 
implemented by the commodities and corresponding to necessary specifications feqwe d for of 
the commodities required to achieve the specific operations ; 
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a display unit displaying a first option indicating the plurality of objects of use of the 
commodities and a second option listing the specifications of said commodities ; and 

an input unit selecting at least one of the displayed objects of use of the commodities, 

and 

where the communication unit transmits to the server the selected object of use, receives 
from the server information of a commodity having a specification among said specifications of 
commodities corresponding to the selected object of use, without requiring a user's knowledge 
of the specification corresponding to the selected object of use, subsequent to indication of a 
desired operation by the user, and the display unit displays the received information , and 

said information of the commodity is retrieved using the specification as a retrieval 
condition responsive to direct selection from said sec ond, option. 

15. {CANCELLED) 

16. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer-readable medium embodying a program 
for causing a computer to execute operations including a commodity sale transaction with a 
user's terminal via a network, said operations comprising: 

storing a table indicative of a correspondence between objects of use and necessary 
specifications of commodities required to achieve said objects of use; 

displaying a first option indicating the objects of use identifying specific operations 
implemented by the commodities for sale on the terminal with a second option listing the 
specifications of said commodities ; 

pr e paring a 4abte4ndteati¥ e of a corr es pondence betw e en the obj e cts of us e a nd 
f^e e e s sa r - y sp e c i fica tiofre-fequ ired for the commodities; 

acquiring a specification corresponding to at least one object of use selected by a user 
op e r a t i ng-th e- t e rm ift a l- using the first option from the tab l e based on said correspondence stored 
in, the table, said acquiring being subsequent to selection of the at least one object of use 
indicating a desired operation from the displayed objects of use of commodities; 

retrieving thecomroodities-a commodity for sale on the bas i s of based on the acquired 
specification as a retrieval condition; and 

transmitting to the terminal data on a- of the commodity having spec i f i cations a 
specification corresponding to the selected object of use without requiring the user's knowledge 
of the s pec i f i cations specification corresponding to the selected object of use by the user , where 
said dat a , of the commodity is retrieved using the specification as the retrieval co ndition, 
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responsive to direct selection from said second option . 
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17-19 (CANCELLED) 

20. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A program storage device readable by a computer, 
tangibly embodying a program of instructions executable by the computer for executing a 
commodity sale transaction with a user's terminal by way o f using a network, the method 
comprising: 

storing a table indicative of a correspondence between objects of use and necessary 
specifications of commodities required to achieve said objects of use; 

displaying a first option indicating the objects of use identifying specific operations 
implemented by commodities for sale on the terminal with a second option listing the 
specifications of said commodities ; 

preparing a tabte -^Mi o a tiv e- of - a -corr e spond e nc e b e tw e en the objects of use and 
spec i f i cat i ons requ i red for 4he- eemmod i t ie& ; - 

acquiring a specification corresponding to at least one object of use selected by a user 
op e ra ti ng the termina l from the t afele- nsing the first option based on said correspondence stored 
in the table , said acquiring being subsequent to selection of the at least one object of use 
indicating a desired operation from the displayed objects of use of commodities; 

retrieving a database of the oommo drttes- commodity for sale on th e basis of based on 
the acquired specification as a retrieval condition; and 

transmitting to the terminal data w-a-of the commodity having spesifteatiefts- specification 
corresponding to the selected object of use without requiring the user's knowledge of the 
s p e c i fications specification corresponding to the selected object of use by the use r, where said 
data of the commodity is retrieved using the specification as the retrieval condition responsive to 
direct selection from said second option . 

21. (CANCELLED) 

22. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A program storage device readable by a computer, 
tangibly embodying a program of instructions executable by the computer for executing a 
commodity sale transaction with a user's terminal by^ a y-of- using a network, the method 
comprising: 

storing a table indicative of a correspondence between objects of use and necessary 
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specifications of co mmoditi es required to achieve said objects of use; 

displaying a first optio n indica t i ng the objects of use identifying specific operations 
implemented by the commodit ies with asesop.do ption listing the specifications of said 
commodities for sale on the terminal; 

preparing a4 a b <e 4ndfe a t 4 v e ^f ^ -G<>rr es pond e RG e- b et w ee n obj e cts of use of the 
commodities and specifte atfe n s r e %uir e d - fer4h e €ommod i t ie Mh e- e bjeets- of us e identify i ng 
spe cific operations imp l em ef^ d - by4h e- comm©djt i esT 

acquiring a specification corresponding to at ieast one object of use selected by a user 
op e rat i ng the t e rm i na l from th e tob te -using the first option based on said correspondence stored 
in the table , said acquiring being subsequent to selection of the at least one object of use 
indicating a desired operation from the displayed objects of use of commodities; 

retrieving a database of the commed i t ie s - commodity for sale on - th e-basfe-ef based on 
the acquired specification as a retrieval condition; and 

transmitting to the terminal data orv-a-of the commodity having the retrieved specification 
without requiring the user's knowledge of the specification corresponding to the selected object 
of use by the user , where said data of the commodity is retrieved u sing the specification as the 
retrieval condition responsive to direct selection from said second option . 

23. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A commodity retrieval method for a commodity sale 
transaction, comprising: 

storing a table indicative of a correspondence between usage information and necessary 
s pecificat ions of commodities; 

displaying a first option, of selectable commodities usage information identifying specific 
operations implemented by corresponding to commodities v i a a term i nal with a second option 
listing the ? sai d - u sa g e i nform a t i on corr e spond i ng to specifications required for of the 
commodities; 

acquiring a specification corresponding to usage information selected by a user using the 
first option , said acquiring being subsequent to selection of the usage information indicating a 
desired operation from the displayed first option of the selectable commodities usage 
information; and 

retrieving the commod i t i es a commodity based on the acquired specification as a 
retrieval condition and displaying data regarding a-the commodity having specifications 
corresponding to the selected commodities usage information on the terminal without requiring 
the user's knowledge of the specification corresponding to the usage information selected by the 
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use r where said da ta of the commodity is retrieved using the specification as the retrieval 
condition responsive to direct selection from said second option . 

24. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A commodity retrieval method for a commodity sale 
transaction, comprising: 

receiving a^sel e e ted-u sage information corresponding to a commodity-vla-a 
terminalselected using a first option , where usage information of commodities eerr -e sponds - to -a 
r e sp e ct i v e sp e c i fic ati on informat i on and identifies specific operations implemented by the 
commodities with a second option lists specifications of said commodities ; and 

retrieving and displaying data regarding a commodity having specifications 
corresponding to the seteeted-usage information selected subsequent to a user's selection of 
the usage information d i sp la y ed-via-the t e rm i na l when the user i ndicates a de$ i r od-eftefa&en~via 
the first option aftd-without requiring the user's knowledge of the specifications corresponding to 
the selected usage information^ where said data of the commodity is retrieved using the 
specifications as a retrieval condition responsive to direct selection from said second option . 

25. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A commodity retrieval method for a commodity sales 
transaction, comprising: 

a^rt em a tio aj l^ retrieving and displaying a specification information of the commodity 
subsequent to afH flpui - of -a selection of usage information by a user from a first option indicating 
usage information of commodities identifying specific operations implemented by the 
commodities-4is fi la y e d4e-t he ^s e r T and 

where the usage information is stored correspondingly with respective specification 
information of a commodity tef>rov i d e- th e - - us e r w i th 4 o ,, retrieve specification information of the 
commodity without requiring the user to have knowledge of the specification information and 
said specification information is retrieved using a specification of the commodity as a retrieval 
condition responsive to direct selection from a second option . 

26. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A commodity retrieval method for a commodity sales 
transaction, comprising: 

storing attribute information of commodities available for sale^ af^-displaying a first 
option of an object of use identifying specific operations implemented by each of the 
commodities for sale based on the stored attribute information, and displ aying a second option 
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listing the object of use correspond i ng to necessar^ specifications required fe^of the 
commodities; and 

en-aM ng a us e r to mak e receiving a selection of a user from the displayed object of use 
using the first option and providing retrieving information of a corresponding commodity te4he 
user-subsequent to the selection of a desired operation from said specific operations 
implemented by the commodities , where said information of the commodity is retrieved using the 
specifications as a retrieval condition responsive to direct selection from said second option . 

27, (CANCELLED) 



28, (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A commodity retrieval method, comprising: 
determining a commodity meeting a need of a user in response to a selection from a first 

option displaying operations implemented by components of commodities by the user, said 
operations corresponding to specifications and object of uses of the commodities and said first 
option displayed together with a second option listing specifications of each commodity ; and 
retrieving only a list of commodities matching a desired operation selected from said 
operations by the user using the first option subsequent to said determining and a l iow iBg-#*e 

user to s e tec^-Gommodft^ using^ 

specification as a retrieval condition responsive to direct selection from said second option , 

29, (NEW) A method of retrieving a commodity comprising: 

displaying a specification retrieval option listing components of commodities 
simultaneously with an object of use option listing objects of use of commodities in an initial 
menu; and 

identifying a commodity matching an object of use selected by a first user from said 
object of use option of said initial menu r where the commodity is identified responsive to 
selection of components of the commodity by a second user using said specification retrieval 
option of the initial menu. 
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